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LETTBES OP WILLIAM PBNN. 

[MANUSCRIPT department of the historical society of 

PENNSYLVANIA.] 

The superscription on the following letter reads " For James Frisby, 
Edward Jones, August Harman, George Oulfield, Henry Ward and 
Henry Johnson att their plantations in Pennsylvania. ' ' 

London 16 th 7 th 1681. 
My Friends, 

I hope I doe not improperly call you so, because 

in being so you will extreamly befriend yourselves, as well 

as perform an Act of Duty to the King and Justice to Mee. 

I am equally a Stranger to you all but your being repre- 
sented Men of Substance and reputation in that part of the 
Bay which I pesume falls within my Patent. 

I chose to take this opportunity to begin our acquaintance, 
and by you with the rest of the Peeple on your side of my 
Country and do assure you and them that I will be soe farr 
from takeing any Advantage to draw great Profits to my- 
selfe that you shall find mee and my Government Easy fair 
& Just, and as you shall Study to be fair & respectfull to 
mee, all reasonable assurance on my part that I will Live 
kindly & well with you, & for this you have my word under 
my hand ; I think fitt to Caution you (if within my bounds) 
as I am ready to believe, but I desire noe more than my 
owne that none of you pay any more Taxes or Sesments by 
any order or Law of Maryland, for if you doe it will be- 
greatly to your owne wrong as well as my prejudice, though 
I am not conscious to my selfe of such an insufficiency of 
power here with my Superiors as not to be able to weather 
that difficulty if you should. But the opinion I have of the 
Lord Baltimore's Prudence as well as Justice, & of the Re- 
gard to your owne Interests & future good of your Posterity 
makes me to wave all objections of that nature, & to hope 
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wee shall all doe the things that is just & honest (which is 
always wise) according to our respective Stations. 

I have noe more to add but my good wishes for all your 
happiness, & that by the help of Almighty God, next Spring, 
I shall have some Testimony of my best Endeavours to con- 
tribute towards itt as becomes my duty to God, to the King 
& to their People I am 

Y r reall friend 
W m Penn" 
Pray salute mee to 
all y r neighbors 

To the Governor and Council of West Jersey 

Philadelphia y e 20 th of 4 a mo 1683. 
Dear Friends, 

I do in the Love of God and Tenderness of his Truth 
dearly salute you, wishing unto you the Increase of Peace 
and Comfort inward and outward from the God and Father 
of all Blessings. 

Yours by the hands of your Commissioners, and my 
esteemed Friends Tho s Budd, Jn° Gosnell, Henry Stacy, and 
Mark Newby dated Burlington the 16 of 4 th mo 1683 are 
come to my hands, and upon the Perusal of them in the 
presence both of my Council and your Commissioners, I 
have this to say. 

First — that I am not without a sense of your Justice and 
Kindness therein, esteeming your Contradiction & Reputa- 
tion close and pathetical ; but there seems to me an omission 
of one thing material, respecting yourselves, that since the 
charge lyeth generally upon some of West Jersey, it was 
not exprest in some such manner as followeth "And where- 
" as we are informed by Letters from Credible Persons out 
" of England, that some of this Province of West Jersey 
" have written such Storys ; if any such Letters have been 
" written by any member of this Province : we do & the 
words are left for you to express in such way & manner as 
you shall in wisdom think fitt. 
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Secondly — If you please omitt any tiling besides the 
Denyal and Contradiction of these false Rumors in your 
Certificate, I conceive it will be more suitable as well to the 
matter as my request, and the rather because the Lord 
Baltimore has nothing to do with running the Line on Dela- 
ware River. 

Thirdly — I cannot but declare myself dissatisfyed with 
Tho s Matthews' Explanation, because it is hard for me and 
my Council to conceive what other reason he could have to 
mention that affrighting Cruelty committed at Lewis, (alias 
Whorekills) by the Lord Baltimores' Soldiers, so long ago 
& out of Date, at the same time, & in the same letter where- 
in he writt of the Lord Baltimore's Claims upon Delaware, 
if not to terrifie People from settling in a Country where any 
part lay within the Pretensious of such a Man — If your sense 
of him with his dark Explanation & the freedom he fre- 
quently takes of indecent Talk & Reflections upon me & my 
concerns carry you not farther, I shall waive to press you at 
this time. 

Lastly, you are pleased to say that as to the River & 
Islands you are willing at the present to be passive, taking- 
it not proper for you to manage, and yet your Commission- 
ers press me about the River — We have discovered so far 
as they could go, for having neither the grant with them, 
upon which the right ariseth, nor yet 2 Pleinpotentiary 
Commission to conclude articles of Settlement, we cannot 
so much as regularly & profitably treat of the Business; 
But this I will say in general, that nothing shall be wanting 
on my part, with the Lord's assistance to assure you & con- 
firm you of the true & tender regard I have to the Prosperity 
of "West Jersey, & the Government & People thereof, which 
ends this from Tour faithful Eriend 

& Loving Neighbor 

W m Penn. 



